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In this issue… 
 Revd Sarah explores Candlemas & finding a vocation 
 Saint Valentine is the Saint for this Season 
 And Anne Willis concludes her tour of the Archives 
Plus a Ukrainian Christmas weekend and all the other 
news from around the Benefice 
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 DIRECTORY FOR HOLY TRINITY  

Rector The Revd Canon Joanna Abecassis, 18A Woolley St, BoA BA15 1AF  
 joanna.abecassis@cantab.net  Tel: 01225 864444 
Associate Priest The Revd Sarah Jackson, 2 High Street, Norton St Philip,  
 Bath BA2 7LG mail@sarahjackson.me Tel: 01373 834481  
Licensed Lay Minister Graham Dove, 32 The Old Batch, BoA, BA15 1TL  
 grahamdovellm@gmail.com Tel: 0798 9930950  
 

Churchwardens’  Tony Bruun, tandjbruun@talktalk.net Tel: 01225 790291 
Team    Vernon Burchell, vernonandjudith@tiscali.co.uk Tel: 01225 862782  
     Liz Forbes, emf20@talktalk.net Tel: 01225 863810 
     David Milne, milnedavid2002@aol.com Tel: 01225 864341 
     June Harrison, randjcharrison@btinternet.com Tel: 01225 863745 
     Rosemary Southward, keith.rose@btinternet.com Tel: 01225 863404 
   

Benefice Administrator Netty Hucknall beneficeoffice@htboa.org 
Benefice Comms  Aylene Clack comms@htboa.org 
Holy Trinity Bookkeeper Klaus Huber treasurer@htboa.org 
Director of Music  Martin Cooke  martincookeuk@me.com Tel 01985 248866  
Parish News Team  Please email Sarah, Joanna & Aylene @      
  ht.parishnews@gmail.com 
 
Times of Services   
Holy Trinity   (Check Bulletins and notices or Church website) 
Sundays   8am Eucharist (Traditional language) 
   9.30am Eucharist (coffee afterwards) 
   2nd Sundays 9.30am ‘In the Round’ (coffee afterwards) 
   1st Sundays 6pm Evensong     
Weekday Eucharist  10am 1st Wednesday of the month only 
Daily      Morning Prayer at 8.30am most days  
      (please check Sunday Bulletin) 
 
mainly music   10.30am, Tuesdays (term-time only) 
Choir Practice   6.15pm, Thursdays  
Mothers’ Union    2.30pm, usually 3rd Wednesday of every month 
Saxon Club   2.30pm –4pm every Tuesday except August 
Bell Practice   7.30–9pm 2nd and 4th Mondays 
Benefice website   www.htboa.org 
Weekly Bulletin  Notices to Netty not later than Wednesday for the following  
  Sunday please. 

Please see the bulletin or visit www.htboa.org  
for more details on service times and locations. 

mailto:joanna@abecassis.freeserve.co.uk
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HOLY TRINITY - FEBRUARY 2023 

1 Wednesday 10am Eucharist   

2 Thursday 10.45am Trio Paradis Coffee Concert – ‘Time and 

Motion’ 

  

2 Thursday 8pm Contemplative Hour @ St Mary Tory St Mary, Tory 

5 SUNDAY THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 

  8am Eucharist (Traditional Language)   

  9.30am Sung Eucharist   

  6pm Evensong   

6 Monday 9.30-

10.30am 

Mothers Union Wave of Prayer   

7 Tuesday 10.30-

11.45am 

Mainly Music   

7 Tuesday 2.30-4pm Saxon Club   

11 Saturday 12.30pm Marriage of Rob Oliver & Kira Hind   

12 SUNDAY SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 

  8am Eucharist (Traditional Language)   

  9.30am `In the Round’   

14 Tuesday 2.30-4pm Saxon Club   

15 Wednesday 2.30-4pm Mothers’ Union Meeting   

16 Thursday 11am-

12.30pm 

Forget Me Not Café   

19 SUNDAY SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT   

  8am Eucharist (Traditional Language)   

  9.30am Sung Eucharist   

21 Tuesday 10.30-

11.45am 

Mainly Music   

21 Tuesday 2.30-4pm Saxon Club   

22 WEDNESDAY ASH WEDNESDAY   

  6pm Sung Eucharist   

26 SUNDAY FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT   

  8am Eucharist (Traditional Language)   

  9.30am Sung Eucharist   

28 Tuesday 10.30-

11.45am 

Mainly Music   

28 Tuesday 2.30-4pm Saxon Club   
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   WINGFIELD & WESTWOOD - FEBRUARY 2023 

Online:  Look out for  

updates at Holy Trinity’s  
Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/htboa or 

online at:  
www.htboa.org 

5 SUNDAY THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 

  9.30am Morning Prayer Wingfield 

  11.15am Morning Prayer Westwood 

12 SUNDAY SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 

  9.30am Morning Prayer Wingfield 

  11.15am Holy Communion Westwood 

19 SUNDAY SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT 

  9.30am ‘Chuppa Sunday’ – New life & signs 

of Spring 

Wingfield 

  11.15am Morning Prayer (BCP) Westwood 

26 SUNDAY FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT   

  9.30am Holy Communion Wingfield 

  11.15am Holy Communion Westwood 
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T his month, unbelievably, we shall mark the first anniversary of the 

invasion of Ukraine by Russia. Who could possibly imagine where 

we’d all be now when I wrote my ‘Parish News’ letter reflecting on 
the new year ahead this time last year? But perhaps it shows us something 

about God’s timing and our very ‘feet on the ground’ timing. After all, we 

never actually expect things to change that much in our beautiful and 
quiet corner of the world – especially in the life of the church. We expect 

the seasons, and the Liturgical Seasons of the church, to come and go as 

they always have.           
 

Yet we have now almost become accustomed to the daily deprivations, 

suffering and atrocities taking place in Ukraine: accustomed, but still 
shocked and horrified at the barbarism of it all. And we have learned so 

much! We all know a fair bit about Ukraine now – about its culture and its 

Christian faith; about its industry and agriculture; about its ports, towns 
and rivers; and about its very troubled recent history. And, far more 

importantly, we have learned so much about the resilience and courage, 

and character, of its people. Not least from the sizeable community of 
Ukrainians (mostly mothers and children) now resident in and around 

Bradford on Avon, who have now become very much a part of our lives 

here. There have been plenty of special events and concerts, and good 
parties! You can read about the Bradford on Avon celebration of the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Christmas in the News section at the beginning of this 

issue. And look out for our special Ukrainian-flavoured February ‘In the 
Round’ at Holy Trinity!                             

 

All of this must surely encourage us to trust in God and in his timing all the 
more for 2023? We have been working our way through Paul’s First Letter 

to the Corinthians at Morning Prayer, and this wonderful phrase from the 

first verse of the eighth chapter jumped out at me the other day: 
‘Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up’. I don’t think I’d really noticed it 

before. And Paul continues by stating that, ‘anyone who loves God is 

known by him’. Thought-provoking stuff. You could apply it in all sorts  
of situations, not least that in Ukraine: we have witnessed far too much 

‘puffed-upness’ by those who (reckon they) know best, and a quite 

extraordinary outpouring of love and compassion which has served  

‘Slava Ukraini!’ 
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to build up those where the  

odds have been stacked up  
against them.  

 

In our church life back home, and 
as Ash Wednesday and Lent 

approach this month, these are 

words we can usefully ponder too 
and perhaps use as a form of self-examination. Where do our priorities lie? 

How does the balance between knowledge and love work out in our lives? 

Can we truly say and feel that we love God and so are known by him, in 
that two-way relationship? As life seems to be becoming more and more 

precarious with food and energy prices at unimaginable highs, the power 

of love and of truly listening to and learning from one another and God 
comes to the fore more and more. We are each here as members of 

Christ’s body on earth, each one with a particular and vital role to play. You 

could perhaps say that the church was a house of cards or a beehive, 
rather than a modern steel-framed building! Jesus Christ provides the 

cornerstone, yes. But the rest is down to people with their love and their 

faith, to us. And each one is needed, loved and ‘known by name’.  
 

With my love and prayers and every blessing         

Holy Baptism 

FROM THE HOLY TRINITY REGISTERS 

Ione Elspeth Lauder     8 January 
Frank Elijah Chapman Kraijenoord   15 January 

Funerals 

Ottilie Diana West      1 December 
Joye Elizabeth Saunders (Semington)  4 January 
Joyce (‘Joy’) Stenning     19 January 
John Christian Ridout Miles    20 January 
Alexander (‘Sandy’) Robert Menzies Forbes 28 January  
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AID CRISIS IN AFGHANISTAN -WHERE ARE THE WOMEN? 

I n a country where women are 

barred from university and  
secondary schools, and banned 

from many workplaces, the world's 

biggest aid operation is now at risk 
of failing those who desperately 

need it. And it's happening in the 

cruellest depths of winter when 
temperatures plummet to -17C and 

famine is knocking at the door.  

The UN secretary general dis-
patched his deputy Amina Moham-

mad, the UN's most senior woman, 

in mid January together with a 
team which also included the head 

of UN Women, Sima Bahous, to 

speak to Taliban leaders at the 
highest-possible level about re-

versing restrictions, including the 

new ban on female aid workers 
which is now endangering urgent 

life-saving humanitarian opera-

tions. They figured that if there 
were women in the room, there 

would be a greater chance that  

uncomfortable conversations 
about women would take place.  

As the UN local coordinator 

commented: ‘We cannot provide 
humanitarian assistance in Afghan-

istan without the participation of 

half the society’. And the Interna-
tional Rescue Committee in Kabul 

have underlined the need for  

Afghan women to work every-
where, from door-to-door surveys 

in the field  

to desks in  

the office.  
Speaking at 

the end of her 

trip, Ms Mo-
hammed said 

that most (but 

not all) senior 
Taliban officials 

she met had 

been ready to engage over the 
rights of girls and women, but that 

the talks were tough and there was 

clearly still a long road ahead. She 
thought that the UN pressure 

would help give ‘voice’ to the more 

progressive leaders. And she was 
firm with them in insisting that 

they must first demonstrate their 

commitment to internationally 
recognised norms, and that hu-

manitarian aid cannot be provided 

if Afghan women are not allowed 
to help. It was felt too that this visit 

by the most senior woman at the 

UN also sends a message that 
women can and should play roles 

at all levels of society. 

Above:  Sima Bahous, 
UN Women Executive 
Director  
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T he College of Bishops has  

issued an apology and  

published draft ‘Prayers of Thanks-
giving, Dedication and for God’s 

Blessing’ for same-sex couples. 

Following a six year process  
of prayer, discussion and  

discernment, Church of England 

bishops have made this statement 
as we go to press. The decisions 

have been made, but the issue  

will be debated at length at  
General Synod which gathers on  

6 February.  

It is not known when the draft 
texts will be finalised and ready- 

to-go, but there is a broad range 

and they are very similar to the  
existing Common Worship liturgy 

for ‘Prayer and Dedication after a 

Civil Marriage’.  
Needless to say, people on  

both sides of the argument are  

disappointed – thinking that the 
provisions either go too far or not 

far enough. But it is a big step  

forward after decades of ‘sitting  
on the fence’. Conscious of his 

‘responsibility of being a focus of 

LIVING IN LOVE & FAITH  

unity for the whole communion’, 

Archbishop Justin will not be avail-
ing himself of these prayers. But 

Archbishop Stephen will. 

And in the written apology, the 
bishops have said: ‘For the times 

we have rejected or excluded you, 

and those you love, we are deeply 
sorry. The occasions on which you 

have received a hostile and homo-

phobic response in our churches 
are shameful and for this we  

repent… As we have listened, we 

have been told time and time again 
how we have failed LGBTQI+  

people. We have not loved you  

as God loves you, and that is  
profoundly wrong. We affirm,  

publicly and unequivocally, that 

LGBTQI+ people are welcome and 
valued: we are all children of God.’                      

CARING GOES TO HEART OF HUMANITY 

O ur Archbishop’s New Year message for 2023 stressed the ‘privilege’ of 

loving and caring for the elderly and how: ‘Caring’s not easy. 

Good carers are wonderful people to be valued’. Yet our care system is 
broken. But we can, and need to, rise to the challenge of fixing it.  ‘We 

need each other’.  
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U krainian guests and their host 
families were treated to a 

taste of Ukrainian Christmas and 

New Year celebrations at a special 
event in St Margaret’s Hall  

on Saturday, 7 January.  

Over 150 guests crowded round 
refectory tables set out with crack-

ers, decorations and gifts, and eve-

ryone helped themselves to a 
buffet of both English and Ukraini-

an dishes. As you will see from the 

photo opposite, many of the chil-
dren and adults came in their na-

tional costume of embroidered 

blouses, the girls also wearing their 
colourful floral head-dresses.  

Following tradition, guests took 

three spoonfuls of porridge from a 
communal pot and joined in Christ-

A BOA UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTMAS WEEKEND!       

mas carolling or ‘Koliada’ led by a 

choir. The audience was also treat-

ed to a group of costumed players, 
including one boy dressed as a 

goat, performing a customary  

farewell to the old year and a  
welcome to 2023! 

Anastasia commented: ‘I  

enjoyed the celebration and the 
gifts. It was important to me to 

hear familiar Ukrainian music and 

songs. As a child I would go round 
to other homes and sing Koliada, 

so this brought back happy memo-

ries. And it was good to taste some 
of our traditional Christmas food 

again’. (To read more about a 

Ukrainian Christmas see the article 
from Oksana in the December/

January ‘Parish News’.)         

T his year the Diocese of Salisbury will be celebrating half a century of 

partnership with the Episcopal Churches of Sudan and South Sudan. 

The diocese looks forwards to many more years of friendship.   
As a continuation of this, the link will once again be hosting an annual 

Sudan Day in 2023 to provide updates on the current development, politi-

cal and security initiatives in Sudan and South Sudan as we continue to 
strengthen bonds. The day’s talks will begin at 10 am at St. Francis’ 

Church, Salisbury on 18 March. Attendance for the event is free, but the 

Sudan-Link event organisers ask that you send them an email at su-
dan.secretary@salisbury.anglican.org to confirm your attendance. 

Speakers at the event are set to include the Bishop of Salisbury, the 

Bishop of Ramsbury, the UK’s Special Representative to the Sudans, and a 
representative from the South Sudan Embassy, to discuss major updates 

on the progress in our Medical Link.  

50 YEARS OF FRIENDSHIP 
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You can contact the editorial team on: ht.parishnews@gmail.com 
The March 2023 issue copy deadline is Friday, 10 February 2023. 

ACROSS: 1, Hide. 3, Disgrace. 9, Sonship. 10, Oaths. 11, Tutti. 12, Ignore. 14, Foreknowledge. 17, 
Ashram. 19, Men or. 22, Aroma. 23, Nineveh. 24, Amethyst. 25, Trod.  
DOWN: 1, His staff. 2, Do not. 4, Imprisonments. 5, Groan. 6, Altered. 7, Easy. 8, Shrink. 13, 
Searched. 15, Restore. 16, Lament. 18, Reach. 20, Never. 21, Jada. 

O n Sunday, 8 January at 4pm in the afternoon, 

the local choir Canzona put on a magnificent 
Ukrainian fund-raising concert at Holy Trinity which 

included some more Ukrainian carols and the  

Christmas Oratorio by Bob Chilcott. And there was  
a brilliant array of Ukrainian refreshments and crafts 

for sale too.  

The sum raised on the evening was an amazing 
£2046 and the money has already been sent to 

Ukraine. A third of the donations were sent in  

response to a request from the anaesthetists at  
Zaporizhzhia regional hospital who were desperate 

for syringes and medicines, a third to the  

volunteers who are making camouflage nets and 
suits for soldiers, and a third to buy warm clothes 

for soldiers. 

A UKRAINIAN CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

National Dress: Ukrainian guests in St Margaret’s Hall 
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TreeFest 2022 

I  would first of all like to thank 
everyone who helped make our 

2022 Tree Festival such a success 

and I do hope that our readers  
enjoyed the festival as much as so 

many of our visitors did.  

Visitor numbers were up on last 
year, with a total of 3016 coming 

through our doors to view 74 trees 

and to sample our mulled wine  
and mince pies and the ginger-

bread men provided by Bradford 

Barnstorm. This number included 
nearly 400 who braved the snow 

and ice on Sunday.  

This was the first year that we 
were able to welcome choirs back 

and we had a very full, interesting 

and enjoyable programme of  
music and entertainment. This was 

led by some fine music provided by 
Martin on the organ, and included  

flautists, recorders, French folk  

music (which included a real hurdy-
gurdy) but best of all for me were 

the dancing toddlers from Bop 

about Music. 
Receipts totalled £3383 after  

all expenses, which includes a  

contactless total of £765 despite 
our teething troubles with  

the machine.  

I look forward to enlisting your 
aid next year (5 to 10 December 

2023, with set up on 3rd and 4th and 

clear away on the 11th). Do please 
let me know if you would like to 

stage a tree or provide entertain-

ment. Thank you once again. 
John Cox 
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The Hub: Past, Present & Future 

A vril Clarke was appointed as 
the first Coordinator of The 

Hub, with the first of her 

many challenging tasks being to set 
it all up (including the Trussell Trust 

affiliated Foodbank), following the 

formation of the new Trust and their 
renting of the empty HSBC Bank 

building from the Roman Catholic 

Diocese of Clifton. The Hub @ BA15 
officially opened in March 2015 – 

and has never looked back. 

The initial vision (at the time of 
the introduction of the ‘bedroom 

tax’) has borne wonderful fruit and 

become a thriving and much-
valued Community Hub, encom-

passing the whole area. There is 

the Debt Advice Service, help with 
Benefits applications and appeals, 

a ‘drop-in’ facility for sign-posting 

and advice, and a hot lunch on 
Thursdays for anyone who needs it 

throughout the winter months. The 

Hub also offers a space for meet-

ings for the AA, CA, our Ukrainian 
residents and the Julian House 

Homeless Project. 

The warmth and welcome has 
been created and developed in 

large part by the energy, drive and 

commitment of Avril. She has ex-
tended the Foodbank offering to 

10 local schools which now receive 

around 125 food parcels 4 times a 
year. The Christmas box and bag of 

goodies being a mammoth logisti-

cal exercise relying on volunteer 
drivers and packers. Meanwhile the 

voucher system for food parcels 

now includes 81 agencies including 
Selwood Housing, the Rough 

Sleeper Team (Wiltshire), Julian 

House, and The Health Centre.  
Avril, the guiding light in this  

vast development of the Hub’s  

outreach, retired at Christmas and 
her service to the community will 

Above: Avril (front left) retired at Christmas Right: New Administrator Cathy Hearn 
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be sadly missed - from a kind chat 
& cup of tea with the lonely or dis-

tressed, to her tireless dedication 

to inclusivity of all people in need.    
But, with a seamless transition, 

The Hub community has been  

delighted to welcome an excited 
Cathy Hearn as their new  

Administrator. Cathy has lived  

in Bradford on Avon for 20 years, 
and is married with two teenage 

kids. She has been in primary  

education for 30 years, including  
a spell as Headteacher and has 

been volunteering at The Hub  

since October 2022. 

She too thinks it’s an amazing 

place with so much to offer our 
community and is passionate 

about making a difference to peo-

ple’s lives. She looks forward to 
meeting folk - the Hub is open 

weekdays 10am-1pm and she  

flags up especially the monthly 
coffee mornings (2nd Friday of the 

month) and Warm Space lunches 

(Thursdays, 12-1.30pm)  - and of 
course there are always volunteer-

ing opportunities. For more infor-

mation visit: www.boahub.co.uk or 
to get in touch email: 

boacommunityhub@gmail.com 

APCM 2023 

I t hardly seems like yesterday when we all had our respective Annual Pa-

rochial Church Meetings, and yet the next ones will soon be upon us. This 

year the elections to the PCC will be even more important as Joanna will 
be leaving us in February 2024 and our three PCC’s will be responsible for 

drawing up the Parish Profile and selecting her successor. 

Holy Trinity’s PCC will need a new Treasurer and Secretary, as Graham 
and I will be retiring, together with two Churchwardens, an Electoral Roll 

Officer, and other PCC members. In addition there are the three-yearly 

elections for Deanery Synod, that also mean a place on the PCC. So 2023 is 
already turning into a year of challenges and opportunities. 

At this important time in all of our church’s life, we would urge you to 

pray that God will stir the hearts and minds of those he wants to serve on 
the PCC, even if it means considering it ourselves. For, as Graham fre-

quently says, God has not finished with us yet, even if we think he has. 

There is no retirement in the service of God, just another path to take. May 
God continue to guide us all along our chosen path this year. 

Elaine Giles and Graham Dove 

Holy Trinity PCC  



 

16 Above: A visitor adds comments to the 
Greener Bradford stall 
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four significant things about this 

time of year: eggs stand for crea-

tion, flour is the staff of life, while 
salt keeps things wholesome, and 

milk stands for purity. 

Shrove Tuesday is always 47 days 
before Easter Sunday and falls  

between 3rd February and 9th 

March. This year, Shrove Tuesday  
is on the 21st February. If you’re in 

Bradford on Avon on that day, pop 

down to the Town Bridge for 11am 
and cheer on local businesses as 

they compete in the town’s annual  

Pancake Race. 

Shrove Tuesday & Pancake Pandemonium 

E ver wonder why we eat  
pancakes just before Lent? 

The tradition dates back to 

Anglo-Saxon times, when Christians 
spent Lent in repentance and  

severe fasting. 

So on the Tuesday before Ash 
Wednesday, the church bell would 

summon them to confession, 

where they would be ‘shriven’, or 
absolved from their sins, which 

gives us Shrove Tuesday. At home, 

they would then eat up their last 
eggs and fat, and making a pan-

cake was the easiest way to do 

this. For the next 47 days, they 
pretty well starved themselves. 

Pancakes feature in cookery 

books as far back as 1439, and  
today’s pancake races are in  

remembrance of a panicked  

woman back in 1445 in Olney, 
Buckinghamshire. She was making 

pancakes when she heard the 

shriving bell calling her to confes-
sion. Afraid she’d be late, she ran 

to the church in a panic, still in her 

apron, and still holding the pan. 
Flipping pancakes is also centu-

ries old. A poem from Pasquil’s  

Palin in 1619 runs: “And every man 
and maide doe take their turne, 

And tosse their Pancakes up for 

feare they burne.” Some people 
have noted that the ingredients of 

pancakes can be used to highlight 

100g plain flour 
2 large eggs 
300ml milk 
2 tbsp of melted butter 
Put the flour in a bowl, crack the 
eggs into the centre, add 1tbsp of 
butter and gradually whisk in the 
milk to create a smooth batter. 
Add a pinch of salt. Use the  
second tbsp of melted butter  
to grease the frying pan. 

PANCAKE RECIPE 
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C andlemas – The Feast of the 

Presentation in the Temple - 

is the end of the Christmas 
season. Now we look towards Lent 

and darker times, and preparing for 

the year ahead. In the Christian tra-
dition candles are blessed on this 

day - light for the year, to remind 

ourselves that Jesus is the light of 
the world, and of the 

hope that we still have, 

even after the end of 
Christmas season. 

This is a feast rich in 

meaning, with several 
related themes run-

ning through it: 

presentation, purifica-
tion, meeting, light for 

the world. The several 

names by which it has been known 
in Christian history illustrate just 

how much it has to teach and to 

celebrate. 
In the Christian calendar, Candle-

mas recalls how the infant Jesus 

was brought to the temple, re-
ceived by Simeon and blessed by 

God. Those young parents, and old 

Simeon and Anna nearing their 
deaths, and the little tiny child: all 

of humanity is there. 

But the strongest attraction of 
Candlemas is the 'bitter-sweet' na-

ture of what it celebrates. It is a 

feast day, and the revelation of the 

child Jesus in the Temple, greeted 

by Simeon and Anna, calls for re-

joicing. Nevertheless, the prophet-
ic words of Simeon, which speak of 

the falling and rising of many and 

the sword that will pierce, lead on 
to the passion and to Easter. The 

scriptures and the liturgy of the 

Christmas season have several 
pointers to the suffer-

ing of the Lord, but 

none more potent 
than the words of 

Simeon. Coming as 

they do at the very 
end of the Christmas 

celebration and with 

Lent close, beginning 
in just three weeks, 

they make Candlemas 

a kind of pivot in the Christian year. 
It is as if we say, 'One last look back 

to Christmas, and now, turn to-

wards the cross!' 
Now, Master, you let your  

servant go in peace. You have 

fulfilled your promise. 
My own eyes have seen  

your salvation, 

which you have prepared in the 
sight of all peoples. 

A light to bring the Gentiles  

from darkness; the glory of your 
people Israel.             

(Nunc dimittis - the Roman Breviary) 

Sarah Jackson 

Prayer Paths: Candlemas 
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More About Archives: Part II 

I t is very easy to get distracted 

while looking through archives. 
Local newspapers are particular-

ly dangerous, with many tempting 

adverts and the weekly serial doing 
their best to compete with looking 

for your subject. Interesting snippets 

lodge in the brain. Plant broad 
beans between your potatoes to 

ward off blight (not tried that yet). 

For foot-and-mouth treat infected 
animals with linseed poultices & 

mash. (Do DEFRA know this?). 

One of my favourite time  
wasters is The Builder, which was 

published weekly between 1843 

and 1966. It was an Illustrated  
Magazine for The Drawing Room, 

The Studio, The Office, The Work-

shop and The Cottage suitable for 
the architect, engineer, archaeolo-

gist, constructor, sanitary-reformer, 

and art-lover with subjects ranging 
from steam engines to Saxon 

churches. Volumes are available  

on request at the BANES Archive, 
situated under the Guildhall in 

Bath. To my great joy it is now 

available online: https://
onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/

webbin/serial?id=builder   

Online sources are extremely 
useful, though as with all electronic 

cataloguing you seem need to 

know what you want before you 
can find it. Idle browsing is not as 

easy as looking through a printed 
catalogue and using your head. 

One extremely useful website is 

Measuring Worth www.measuring 
worth.com  which allows compari-

son of costs from 1270 to the  

present. Ordnance survey maps in 
all scales can be found at https://

maps.nls.uk/os/  and you can use 

these to follow the changes in an 
area. Those of Bradford, Manches-

ter, between 1844 and 1901 tell  

the story of the development of  
an industrial area, from green 

fields and open spaces to rows  

and rows of terraced houses  
interspersed with factories and 

coal mines. Now all that is gone  

to make way for the National Velo-
drome and the Etihad Stadium.  

The maps were enhanced by 

evocative photos from The  
Manchester Evening News  

online photo archive https://

www.manchestereveningnews.co.
uk/news/greater-manchester-

news/bradford-your-brilliant-

memories-manchesters-15754291 . 
The web is a wonderful place for 

old photos but one does have to be 

very careful of copyright here. 
Another marvellous site is the 

Exon Domesday www.exond 

omesday.ac.uk/. Here you can 
meet Walter Woolly-Stockings of 

Sutton Veny, who had 600 sheep 

https://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/serial?id=builder
https://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/serial?id=builder
https://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/serial?id=builder
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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and a ‘rouncy’, a working horse. In 

Witheridge Hundred, Devon: 
“William Nanny-Goat (has one  

estate) which is called Bradford …. 

Beatrice holds 〈this〉 from William. 
There Beatrice has half a virgate 

and 1 plough in demesne and the 

villans half a virgate and 2 ploughs. 
There Beatrice has 5 villans and 6 

bordars and 2 slaves and 7 beasts 

[cattle] and 5 pigs and 20 sheep 
and 11 goats and 6 acres of mead-

ow and 6 acres of grazing-land; 

and it is worth 20 shillings a year… 
To this has been added an estate 

which is called Toredona… Wil-

liam’s sister Beatrice holds this 
from him; & it is worth 40p a year”. 

There are several Great Domes-

day websites but they may not  
include every entry; one omits  

one of the four or five Devon  

Bradfords. A modern printed  
edition of Domesday (available in 

Bradford library) is probably more 

useful. The iPlayer is useful too;  
for example past editions of In Our 

Time with Melvyn Bragg and his 

guests offer a very wide range  
of history. 

Internet research potentially  

allows local contact and assistance, 
but this is sadly not always the 

case. Local History sites such as 

www.bradfordstreet.co.uk/ are a 
splendid example with lots of  

information and rapid responses  

to queries, but others are very  
disappointing; some never reply, 

and some are downright unhelpful. 

A Yorkshire City History Society 
told me that their members did not 

assist with other people’s research; 

they were too busy doing their 
own. But their website did have 

links to two really interesting anti-

quarian books on the city. Out of 
print and antiquarian books can be 

often found on Internet Archive. 

 For the Family Historian (which I 
am not) the internet is obviously 

invaluable, but seeing the errors 

perpetrated by others on my own 
family tree makes me a little wary 

of the interpretation of the materi-

al. One of my great-grandfather’s 
brothers-in-law is mistakenly de-

scribed as a ‘furrier’, rather than a 

‘farrier’ because someone did not 
check an entry. And though there 

are doubtless many joyous re-

unions as a result of the infor-
mation and facilities offered, the 

sites can give rise to grief.  

For the arm-chair history re-
searcher the internet offers a great 

deal and I am grateful for it, but it 

can be impersonal. For myself 
there is nothing quite like handling 

the paper or parchment someone 

used so many years ago. 
Anne Willis 

about:blank
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Vocation: Whose Call? 

A s we approach the season 

of annual meetings and 
changes of church officers 

and volunteers (and we are asking 

for a lot of help this year), perhaps 
we can for a moment take a step 

back and consider what we can 

learn from scripture, and then may-
be take our brave steps towards a 

new role fortified by the Spirit. 

At the beginning of the year our 
readings were about the Baptism 

of Christ. In St Matthew’s Gospel 

Jesus came to John at the river  
Jordan. We get a 

glimpse into the 

purposes of God 
and why Jesus 

came. Jesus  

didn’t start his 
ministry with ‘all 

guns blazing’. 

Quite the reverse. 
The Son of God began his ministry 

with an act of submission, one  

that surprised John and perhaps 
surprises us. Without this, the  

mission of salvation could not have 

been accomplished.  
Submission is not a popular word 

these days - it may be confused 

with being a doormat, letting  
others walk all over you. But this  

is the complete opposite of what 

Jesus was doing. Submission to 
God’s will means knowing and  

doing what is good and right and 

true, even when others laugh at 
you, or think you are mad; even 

when they oppose and intimidate 

you, perhaps physically. That  
requires great strength – of charac-

ter, of mind and purpose. Strength 

and determination. Submission to 
God’s will is not ‘gentle Jesus meek 

and mild’. Remember, this is the 

man who overturned the tables of 
the moneychangers! 

We see Jesus’ commitment to 

this in his baptism. And God’s re-
sponse is also 

made clear. ‘This 

is my Son, the  
Beloved, with 

whom I am well 

pleased.’ This 
short message 

must have spoken 

deep joy into  
Jesus’ soul. He knew God was with 

him. He knew where he was going. 

His heart and mind were in the 
right place. He was ready now. 

And our call is the same. We 

need the same attitude of humility 
and submission to the will of God, 

the same desire for justice that 

comes from the heart of God, and 
– through the power of the Spirit 

within us – the same strength and 

determination to see it through, as 
Jesus did. 

Isaiah said, ‘I heard the voice 

of the Lord saying, “Whom 

shall I send, and who will go 

for us?” And I said, “Here am 

I; send me!” (Isaiah 6:8).  
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Vocation 

Vocation is about a strong feeling 

of a call or a calling in people’s  
lives – but whose call and in  

whose lives? Many of us probably 

question whether we are good 
enough to serve God and the 

church and yet God calls us know-

ing our imperfections. 
Peter, in his Second Letter 

wrote, ‘what sort of persons  

ought you to be in leading lives of 
holiness and godliness, waiting for 

and hastening the coming of the 

day of God’ (2 Peter 3:11) – a high 
expectation of those who consider 

or enter God’s service in any form. 

We question whether we are 
good enough and yet God calls us 

knowing our imperfections. In 

John’s Gospel Jesus said, ‘You did 
not choose me but I chose 

you’ (John 15:16). These lines  

of scripture share the theme of  
giving service to God and follow-

ing the example of Jesus, the  

Servant King.   
Christ’s mission on earth was to 

demonstrate God’s righteousness 

and to be light to the Gentiles,  
to all nations. Through Christ we 

have the opportunity to share in 

his mission. 
In baptism we are given gifts to 

serve God in all sorts of ways, in-

cluding in ministry, and spreading 
the Good News is something that 

the whole church shares. Paul in 

his Letter to the Ephesians lists the 
roles of those who help the church 

to grow – the apostles, prophets, 

evangelists, pastors and teachers 
(Ephesians 4:11). When it comes to 

serving God and one another, we 

Above: Vocation is about a strong feeling of a call  or calling in people’s lives 
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Letters 

I  am happy to write my very 

grateful thanks to all our lovely 

Church family for your caring 
thoughts, prayers and support  

for me through last year, which 

proved to be quite a challenging 
time for me, and also for my very 

supporting family. 

Your love and prayers were  
certainly felt and so very much  

appreciated. I did feel blessed and 

‘in good hands’, in many ways. The 

hospital staff at the R.U.H and also 

Salisbury hospital were wonderful, 

efficient, kind and supportive to 
me all the way through. 

I am so glad to tell you now  

that all is well again. May we all  
be blessed to look forward to 

healthy, and happy days ahead  

in 2023.  
With many thanks again, and  

my love. 

Celia Milne 

THANK YOU! 

are all called and we all have our 

parts to play. During this season 

and as we soon approach Lent in 
February we are encouraged again 

to consider this. 

It would be surprising if there 
wasn’t someone or even several 

people in our congregations who, 

at some point, might be called to 
one of the lay ministries - or to take 

on a new role as an officer in the 

church or community… 

As Jesus was baptised Heaven 
was opened, God’s Spirit descend-

ed and God’s voice was heard. Like 

Jesus, through baptism we have 
been equipped for ministry. Isaiah 

said, ‘I heard the voice of the Lord 

saying, “Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us?” And I said, 

“Here am I; send me!” (Isaiah 6:8). 

Isaiah was ready to do God’s work 
– are we? 

Sarah Jackson 
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F or those of us who are  
gardeners, February is a time 

for planning our vegetable 

and flower borders, ordering seeds 
and dreaming of the blooms and 

scents to enjoy in the warmer,  

longer days ahead. 
 

Shady Poisoners 

A favourite annual in many  
gardens is the tobacco plant, Nico-

tiana, one of the family of night-

shades (Solanaceae) that include 
tomato, potato, the wildflower  

Bittersweet and the deadly poison-

ous Apple-of-Peru, or Shoo-fly, a 
visitor which occasionally pops up 

on waste ground in this country. It 

appeared recently on our nearby 
landfill site at Cumberwell. In his 

pipe-smoking younger years Dave 

once picked a little of a plant he 
found growing on a roadside, and 

for the rest of the day wondered 

why he had lost any sensation in 

his lower lip – until he remembered 

he had lit his pipe and smoked it  

after touching the leaf. 
Nightshade plants contain  

alkaloid compounds that cause 

physiological changes in the  
human body, as we know from the 

effects of smoking tobacco. Of the 

more than 2000 species in the  
family, the ones we grow in the 

flower garden are chosen for  

long-lived colour and fragrance  
rather than any narcotic value! 

In the depths of this last winter, 

Dave and I enjoyed a week's break 
in Tenerife, and came across one 

species that we haven't found in 

England, although it has been  
recorded in the UK from just a 

handful of locations. This is the 

Tree Tobacco Nicotiana glauca, 
which we found near the seaside, 

standing shoulder height on  

volcanic rock and displaying bright 
yellow, tubular flowers. Its place of 

origin is South America but it has 

spread to many other parts of the 
world, including Australia, New 

Zealand, sub-Saharan Africa, 

southern areas of the USA and 
warmer parts of Europe. 

Stopping to look at the showy 

flowers, we found that this bushy 
plant was carrying on its leaves 

something else to admire. Several 

enormous caterpillars, their length Above: Apple-of-Peru or Shoo-fly in bloom 

Nature Now: February 2023 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
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the width of my palm, were busily 

chomping their way through the 

foliage. (In the photo, Dave's finger 
gives you an idea of their size).  

This is the Death's Head Hawk 

moth which, after pupating,  
transforms into a huge, handsome 

adult sporting skull-like markings 

on its thorax. It's a great traveller, 
and does very occasionally turn  

up in Britain. One of the favourite 

foods of the caterpillars is the 
leaves of potato - so no surprise 

that we found it on the Tobacco 

Tree, another member of the  
Solonacea family, many of which 

are toxic to humans. 

Talking of poisonous plants,  
another of our finds in Tenerife  

was the Castor Oil plant Ricinus 

communis, which we saw growing 
at the edges of cultivated fields. It 

produces oil-rich beans that are 

processed before being sold for 
use in manufacturing everything 

from soaps and lubricants to  

hydraulic brake fluids, paints,  
nylon and perfumes. One of the  

by-products in the waste left  

over from the processing is 
the poison ricin, one of the most 

toxic substances known. 

Ricin can potentially be used  
as a deadly weapon, usually when 

it is ingested or inhaled. Perhaps 

one of the most notorious exam-
ples of a grisly ricin death occurred 

in 1978, when Georgi Markov, a 

Bulgarian writer and journalist  
living in London, was attacked  

by a man with an umbrella rigged 

to inject the poison under his skin. 
There have since been several  

incidents across the world of  

terrorists suspected of trying to 
process castor beans to produce 

ricin poison. 

 
Bustard News 

Turning to more cheerful matters, 

we were delighted to hear good 
news about a project aimed at sav-

ing one of the largest, most iconic 

birds in our region, the Great Bus-
tard. These magnificent creatures 

are of special importance for Wilt-

shire, appearing on the County 
Coat of Arms and on its crest. It's 

the symbol of the High Sheriff and 

the badge of the Girl Guides. These 
birds eat plants and insects, 

though they will take the occasion-

Above:  Hawk Moth caterpillar feeding on 
Tree Tobacco leaves, Tenerife  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brake_fluid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nylon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perfume
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al mouse or small reptile when 

they can get it. Since they are not 

serious predators they do not pose 
a threat to the survival of other 

creatures sharing the same habi-

tat, in this case the central areas of 
Salisbury Plain. 

The Great Bustard once roamed 

the chalk downlands of Wiltshire 
and the open, sandy brecklands of 

eastern England. They are thought 

to have been native to these areas, 
although other Bustards came over 

from continental Europe during 

the colder winter months. Histori-
cally birds of expansive grass 

plains, they adapted well to arable 

farming habitats. But in the UK 
they dropped in number, largely 

due to past fashions for collecting 

and trophy-hunting. They became 
nationally extinct when the last 

bird was shot in 1832. 

Following the formation of the 
International Union of Nature  

Conservation in 1964, the bird  

was added to their Red List of 
Threatened Species. And in Britain 

twenty years ago, the Great  

Bustard Group was formed with 
the vision of reintroducing the  

species to England. Their target  

area was the steppe grassland of 
Wiltshire where they had once 

lived. This is a rare habitat in the 

British Isles, similar to the Great 

Plains of North America and the 

steppes of Mongolia. Most such 
grassland habitats across the world 

have been lost to modern farming 

practices, but our Wiltshire steppe, 
usually known as the Downs, has 

been safeguarded by its im-

portance as a military training 
ground where the landscape has 

been largely spared from such  

intensive farming.   
Importing eggs from other  

countries, the group raised chicks 

to adulthood and released these 
birds, as well as some rescued from 

agricultural operations in Russia, 

back onto the steppe grassland  
of Salisbury Plain. Early progress 

came in 2010 with the first chicks 

to be hatched for over 175 years. 
Now, thanks to the work of the 

Magnificent: A Great Bustard  
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Great Bustard Group, the Wiltshire 

population is just about self-
sustaining, although it's probably  

a little while before they can  

again be considered a fully wild 
British bird. How wonderful that 

this species has come back to our 

doorstep after an absence of  
almost 200 years.  

 

Hooray For Ponds 
Closer to home, Dave and I have 

been keeping an eye on another 

nature restoration project – rather 
more modest in extent but  

nevertheless very promising for 

improving nature conservation in 
our local area. 

Opposite St Mary's Church West-

wood, at the far end of the field 
across the lane, is a pond which 

would have historically been vital 

on a farm. But for many years it  
has been more or less derelict.  

Approaching it from a distance, it 

appeared more like an unmanaged 
copse, such was the growth of 

crack willows, oaks and hawthorns. 

The bed of the pond had gradually 
become so silted with fallen leaves 

that the water had virtually disap-

peared, and it was devoid of water-
fowl, aquatic insects, amphibians 

and freshwater plants.   

This is sadly the state of so many 
ponds across England. Over the 

last century, changing types of 
land use and land management 

practices have led to a steady de-

cline in overall pond numbers. A 
study in the Severn Vale catchment 

area a few years ago showed that 

over half of ponds present in 1900 
were lost over the next century. 

This century, however, has seen 

efforts to restore ponds to their 
former glory, not least because 

they are valuable in bringing back 

greater biodiversity in whatever  
location they are found. 

In 2022 Dave (among other  

experts) was asked to advise on 
ways to manage the pond, which  

is owned by the National Trust, to 

enhance its nature conservation 
value. When we visited the pond 

this last winter, we were delighted 

to see how much progress had 
been made.  

As the seasons progress we'll no 

doubt see amphibians coming back 
to the pond. Water plants will 

begin to reappear and insects will 

come in to feed off their flowers. In 
turn, birds will fly in to feed on the 

flowers, seeds and insects. So in 

time we should have a flourishing 
waterbody supporting a much 

greater number of species, as well 

as an attractive feature for walkers 
and nature-lovers. 

Ali Green 
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S t Laurence School were really 

delighted to have been pre-

sented with the Christmas 
present (to the few in the know) of a 

glowing ‘School Report’, which was 

published in mid-January.  
The Head, Tim Farrer, was ‘really 

proud’ of the whole team of staff, 

students and governors – as was 
everyone else! When the Report 

was published, he encouraged the 

governors to 
‘shout it from 

the roof tops; I 

might see you 
up there!’ – so 

here I am do-

ing just that.  
All schools 

have had an 

incredibly tough time since that 
dramatic Covid outbreak and the 

announcement of the pandemic  

almost exactly three years ago.  
St Laurence has not only managed 

to weather the storm, but to  

appoint a new Headteacher, a  
new Chair of Governors, have some 

extremely strong public exam  

results, be awarded an ‘Excellent’ 
SIAMS (Church School) Inspection 

Report in March 2022, and now 

achieve this very strong and com-
plementary Ofsted Report at the 

end of what is always a long and 

difficult term.  

What did they pick up 

especially? Here are just a 
few examples… “Pupils enjoy at-

tending St Laurence School. Lead-

ers have high expectations of pu-
pils”. And so, “Students in the sixth 

form feel academically challenged 

and well supported. They are very 
engaged in the wider life of the 

school. For example sixth form  

students provide support for 
younger pu-

pils”. But of 

course it’s  
not all about 

learning, so 

the inspectors 
also observed 

that, “Pupils 

feel safe in 
school and behave well”.  

And ‘Special Needs’ is especially 

close to my heart: “Staff receive 
detailed information about pupils 

with special educational needs 

and/or disabilities (SEND). This  
allows staff to plan carefully and 

provide adaptation when needed. 

As a result pupils with SEND are 
well supported”. 

But why not take a look for  

yourself?...  
https://st-laurence.com/ofsted  

https://st-laurence.com/siams  

Joanna Abecassis – ‘Ex Officio’ 
Foundation Governor 

St Laurence - OFSTED 

https://st-laurence.com/ofsted
https://st-laurence.com/siams
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T he first half of December 

was very cold and frosty 
with the first snowfall on 

10th. In complete contrast, the sec-

ond half was exceptionally mild but 
also very wet and unsurprisingly, no 

butterflies were reported. 2022 was 

Britain’s hottest year on record,  
being the warmest in 

the 364 year Central 

England temperature 
series from 1659. It was 

also in the top three 

sunniest. 2023 has 
started with very  

unsettled weather and 

no butterflies were  
expected to be report-

ed. However, on the  

2nd which was sunny 
and calm although  

only about 9°C, three species  

were reported. 
A Small Tortoiseshell basking on 

a south-facing house wall at Que-

merford near Calne, a Red Admiral 
basking on a fence post near Far-

ley, east of Salisbury and a Peacock 

on MoD land on Salisbury Plain.  
A second Peacock and Red Admiral 

were reported from a garden at 

Gomeldon. Of course, although  
it is always a pleasure to see  

them, with hardly any flowers  

or nectar sources available,  
they should really be into their 

deep hibernation phase and  

not emerge until late March or  

early April.  
One species, the Brown Hair-

streak, is so elusive that the best 

method for determining its pres-
ence is to search for the white pin-

head size eggs during the winter 

months. They are laid, 
usually singly, on the 

dark stems of black-

thorn where they  
remain throughout 

the winter. A few  

determined butterfly 
enthusiasts search for 

these once the leaves 

have fallen from the 
bushes. During the 

Autumn of 2022, 709 

eggs were found at the 
northern population in the Bray-

don Forest area between Malm-

esbury and Cricklade (21 butterflies 
were reported earlier).   

At the Southern population, 274 

eggs were found (33 butterflies 
earlier). Unfortunately, many eggs 

get destroyed during hedge flailing 

for the sake of tidiness.  We now 
have to wait in anticipation for 

what lies in store for 2023 and as 

usual, there will be some surprises 
& no doubt some disappointments. 

Mike Fuller 

Wiltshire Butterfly Recorder 

Wiltshire Butterflies: Winter 2022/23 

Elusive sight: A Brown Hair-
streak sips nectar 
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Saint for the Season: St Valentine 

S t Valentine is commemorated 

in the church on 14 February 
and is of course remembered 

in popular culture for one thing! He 

was actually a priest (or possibly 
bishop) in Terni, Umbria who minis-

tered to persecuted Christians and 

was then himself martyred for his 
Christian faith in 

Rome, under the 

persecutions of the 
Emperor Claudius  

in about 269.  

His body is said 
to have been  

buried at a  

Christian cemetery 
on the Via Flaminia 

in Rome on 14  

February. In addi-
tion to being patron 

saint of engaged 

couples and marriage, Valentine is 
also a patron saint of Terni, against 

fainting, of asthma, the plague,  

epilepsy, the mentally ill and  
of beekeepers…  

One tradition has it that while 

under house arrest, the judge put 
Valentine to the test and brought 

to him the judge's adopted blind 

daughter: if he succeeded in re-
storing the girl's sight, the judge 

would then do whatever he asked. 

With prayer to God, Valentine laid 
his hands on her eyes and the 

child's vision was restored. The 
priest’s request was that all of the 

idols around the judge's house 

should be broken, that he should 
fast for three days and then under-

go the sacrament of Holy Baptism. 

The judge obeyed and he and his 
forty-four member household of 

adult family 

members and 
servants were 

baptised.  

But Valentine 
was later arrested 

again for continu-

ing his missionary 
work and was 

sent to the  

Emperor Claudius 
himself. Claudius 

is said to have 

liked him until  
Valentine also tried to convince 

him to embrace Christianity.  

He was condemned to death,  
and Claudius commanded that  

Valentine should either renounce 

his faith or be beaten with clubs 
and beheaded. The command was 

executed outside the Flaminian 

Gate. An embellishment to this  
account states that, before his  

execution, Valentine wrote a note 

to the judge’s daughter signed 
‘from your Valentine’.  

Joanna Abecassis 

Above: St Valentine oversees the con-

struction of his basilica at Terni  

(14th century)  
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For Prayer and Reflection  

February 2023 

 
 General Synod meeting at Church House, Westminster   
 President Zelensky and the 

government of Ukraine         
 Those living in food and  

fuel poverty 
 The people of Afghanistan    
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Quick Crossword      The Bible version is the NIV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Crosswords reproduced by kind permission of BRF and John Capon, originally published in Three Down, Nine Across, by John Capon  

Solutions on page 13 

Clues across 
8 Interrogated (Acts 12:19) (5-8) 
9 ‘Burn it in a wood fire on the — 
heap’ (Leviticus 4:12) (3) 
10 Tobit, Judith, Baruch and the books of Esdras 
and the Maccabees are part of it (9) 
11 Science fiction (abbrev.) (3-2) 
13 Clay pit (anag.) (7) 
16 Went to (John 4:46) (7) 
19 ‘Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of 
God’s mercy, to — your bodies as living 
sacrifices’ (Romans 12:1) (5) 
22 David’s plea to God concerning those 
referred to in 14 Down: ‘On — — let them 
escape’ (Psalm 56:7) (2,7) 
24 Royal Automobile Club (1,1,1) 25 How the 
book of Ezekiel refers to God more than 200 
times (Ezekiel 2:4) (9,4) 

3 Specialist in the study of the Muslim religion (8) 
4 ‘Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but — him 
as if he were your father’ (1 Timothy 5:1) (6) 
5 One of Esau’s grandsons (Genesis 36:11) (4) 
6 Taking a chance (colloq.) (2,4) 
7 God’s instructions to the Israelites concerning 
grain offerings: ‘ — salt to — your 
offerings’ (Leviticus 2:13) (3,3) 
12 Confederation of British Industry (1,1,1) 
14 ‘All day long they twist my words; they are 
always — to harm me’ (Psalm 56:5) (8) 
15 The crowd’s reaction to Jesus bringing back to 
life a widow’s son in Nain (Luke 7:16) (3) 
16 Disappear (Psalm 104:35) (6) 
17 How Jeremiah was likely to die if he wasn’t 
rescued from the cistern where he was 
imprisoned (Jeremiah 38:9) (6) 
18 What the prophets do to a wall, with 
whitewash (Ezekiel 13:10, RSV) (4,2) 
20 Made by a plough (Job 39:10) (6) 
21 Noah was relieved when the flood waters 
continued to — (Genesis 8:5) (6) 
23 Jesus gave the Twelve the power and authority 
to do this to diseases (Luke 9:1) (4) 

Clues down  
1 Seas (Proverbs 8:24) (6) 
2 One of the sons of Eli the priest, killed in bat-
tle by the Philistines (1 Samuel 4:11) (6) 
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HOLY TRINITY PCC AND OTHER GROUP MEMBERS 
 

PCC MEMBERS 

Ex Officio Members 

The Revd Canon Joanna Abecassis, Chair 

The Revd Sarah Jackson (Associate Priest) 

Graham Dove (LLM), Secretary, Deanery Synod member 

 

Members 

Zabe Ashworth-James 

Elaine Giles (Treasurer) 

Julia Steward 

Peter Yarker 

 

The Pastoral Care Team 

Joanna, Judy Bruun, Anne Carter, Joan Finch, Marlene Haffenden, Tony Haffenden, 

Heather Knight and Sue Lavis. 

 

Bradford Group Ministry 

This is a longstanding body which now comprises the two benefices of North  

Bradford on Avon and Villages and our own. We look forward to establishing a  

much closer bond, and the Group clergy meet regularly. 
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OTHER OFFICERS AND ORGANIZERS 
 
PCC Secretary      Graham Dove    grahamdovellm@gmail.com 
PCC Treasurer  Elaine Giles   elaineagiles@gmail.com  

   Benefice Administrator       Netty Hucknall                       beneficeoffice@htboa.org 
   Benefice Comms       Aylene Clack                           comms@htboa.org 

Holy Trinity Bookkeeper Klaus  Huber                     treasurer@htboa.org 
Benefice Eco Church Team Joanna Abecassis & Judith Holland 
Benefice Safeguarding Rep Roni Ross    07541 025241     
       veronicaross@pobroadband.co.uk  
HT Bellringers                           David Godwin     01225 867329 
         dwhgodwin@aol.com 
WW Bellringers  Sue Lindsay or Anne Willis   westwood@sdgr.org.uk  
Coffee on Sunday  Joan Finch      01225 863878 
Director of Music  Martin Cooke            01985 248866  
        martincookeuk@me.com 
Electoral Roll Officer Alan Knight     01225 860991 
Flowers  c/o Netty   beneficeoffice@htboa.org 
Food Bank  Heather and Alan Knight   01225 860991 
mainly music  Marlene Haffenden    01225 864412 
                                        marlene.haffenden@googlemail.com 
Mothers’ Union  Jill Wright      01225 87786 
Mothers’ Union Prayer Circle c/o Chris Hodge     01225 869357 
Saxon Club  David Driscoll     01225 865314        
Saxon Church and St Mary Tory Trustees: 
        Chairman Christopher Tanfield (all bookings)  01225 308081 
    ctanfield@talktalk.net 
        Treasurer Jeremy Lavis     01225 863600 
Sidespersons  Churchwardens Team 
Stewardship Secretary  Klaus Huber   treasurer@htboa.org 
Street Market                           Aylene Clack   comms@htboa.org 

 
Parish Representatives on other organisations: 
Children’s Society: Liz Forbes 
Christian Aid: Judith Holland  
Deanery Synod: Graham Dove  
BoA Churches Together: c/o The Revd Canon Joanna Abecassis 
St Laurence School: The Revd Canon Joanna Abecassis  
 (Foundation Governor)  

Printed at the Parish Office, 18A Woolley Street, Bradford on Avon. 
Parish News also appears (in colour) on the Holy Trinity website: www.htboa.org.  
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